CLAIMS 



I claim: 

1. A hand held gardeniAg implement, comprising 
a frame member having/a longitudinal dimension, a 
proximal end, and a dista^. end; 

a working element attached to said frame member at said 
proximal end of said fyame member, said working element 
projecting downwardly/and vertically from said frame member; 

a brace attached to said frame member at said distal 
end of said frame member; and 

a handle att/ached to said frame member intermediate 
said working element and said brace, said handle projecting 
upwardly and Vertically from said frame member. 

2. The gardening inj^Lement according to claim 1, said 
working element inc^dirfSLa. plurality of tines, whereby said 
gardening implement is/a rake. 


H ^ 3. The gardening implement according to claim 1, said 

brace further comprising an elastic cushion for deforming to 
distribute force developed by the hand and arm of the user 
over an increased /area of the forearm of the user. 


4. The gardening implement according to claim 1, said 
handle further co/npija^-rjig a molded grip for conforming to 
the configuration fit the human hand. 
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6. A hand held gardening implement, comprising 
a frame\ member having a longitudinal dimension, a 

proximal end, \and a distal end; 

a pluralitysof tines attached to said/frame member at 

said proximal endVf said frame member ,Vsaid plurality of 

tines projecting downwardly and vertj/cally from said frame 

member; 

a brace attached hp said fVame member at said distal 
end of said frame membery^saia brace further comprising an 
elastic cushion for deforming to distribute force developed 
by the hand and arm of fcne \jser over an increased area of 
the forearm of the us^er; and 1 

a handle attained to said\ frame member intermediate 
said working element and said brace, said handle projecting 
upwardly and Vertically from said frame member, said handle 
further conrfprising a molded grip ror conforming to the 
configuration of the human hand, said frame member 
comprising rod stock bent to form said working element, said 
br/ce, and said handle from a unitary \ homogeneous 


11 


